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SUBJECT: PHANHIEN REMARKS ON US/DRV RELATIONS 

1. FOLLOWING IS TAPE-RECORDED TEXT OE REMARKS BY SRV 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER PHAN HIF.N ON SUBJECT OF US/SRV 
RELATIONS DELIVERED AT JULY 13 PRE-DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN MANILA. PHAN SPOKE THROUGHAN INTERPRETER.) 

QUOTE: AND NOW REGARDING THE QUESTION ON OUR TALKS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES...THAT IS TO SAY THE U.S. REQUEST EOR TALKS 
WITH US ON THE QUESTION OF MISSION IN ACTION (MIA). I 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SOME IDEAS TO SPEAK TO YOU CONCERNING 
THIS MATTER. AFTER THE TOTAL LIBERATION OF OUR COUNTRY, WE 
STATED EXPLICITLY OUR POINT OF VIEW CONCERNING THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT ON VIETNAM. IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT, IT REMAINS 
ARTICLES WHICH ARE INVALID. ARTICLE 1 STATING THAT THE 
UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES RECOGNIZE THE 
NATIONAL FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE VIETNAM PEOPLE. 

ARTICLE 8B CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF MIA. FOR INSTANCE, 

ARTICLE 21 REGARDING THE CONTRIBUTION BY THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE HEALING OF WOUNDS OF WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION OF VIETNAM - 
THE POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION OF VIETNAM. THESE ARTICLES 
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TO ARTICLE 22 WHICH IS THE NORMALIZATION OE RELATIONS 

BETWEEN VIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES. CONCERNING THE ARTICLE 8B, 

WE HAVE MADE EEEORTS, EOR INSTANCE, WE HAVE PROVIDED THEM SOME 
INEORMATIONS AND HANDED OVER TO THEM A NUMBER OF THE REMAINS OE 
THE AMERICANS DEAD. THE POSITION TAKEN BY THE AMERICANS IS THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT NO LONGER EXISTS. THAT IS WHY THEY REEUSE TO IMPLEMENT 
ARTICLE 21 CONCERNING THE CONTRIBUTION TO THE HEALING OE THE 
WOUNDS OF WAR THOUGH THE EACT IS THAT BESIDE ARTICLE 21, IT WAS 
PRESIDENT NIXON HIMSELF (WHO) SENT A MESSAGE - A LETTER - TO OUR 
PRIME MINISTER PHAM VAN DONG REGARDING THE QUESTION OE THE U.S. 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE HEALING OF THE WOUNDS OE WAR. IN THIS LETTER 
HE COMMITTED THAT THE U.S. WOULD CONTRIBUTE A CERTAIN SUME OE 
MONEY. THE SUM OF MONEY WAS $3,250,000,000 WITHIN THE PERIOD 
OE EIVE YEARS. BUT THEY ARE INSISTING IN ASKING US TO IMPLEMENT 
ARTICLE 8B OE THE PARIS AGREEMENT WHILE THEY ARE REFUSING 
TO IMPLEMENT ARTICLE 21 OE THE SAME AGREEMENT. I HAVE 
NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THIS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE. HOWEVER, RECENTLY THE U.S. PROPOSED TO HAVE 
TALKS WITH US CONCERNING THE QUESTIONS OF THE MIA AND OTHER 
QUESTIONS. WE REAFEIRMED OUR POSITION AS WHAT I HAVE JUST 
EXPLAINED TO YOU AND WE HOPE (OR HOLD) THAT THE SETTLEMENTS 
BY BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTIONS OE MUTUAL CONCERN IS A NECESSARY ONE. 
THAT IS WHY WE ARE PREPARED TO TALK WITH THE AMERICANS. 

WHEN AND WHERE THESE TALKS WILL BE - THAT IS A SECRET OF 
DIPLOMACY I CAN NOT TELL YOU RIGHT NOW. 

2. COMMENT: PHAN HIF.N RECEIVED ALL QUESTIONS AND THEN 

ANSWERED THOSE HE SELECTED TO ADDRESS AT END 

OE PRESS CONEERENCE. TIME HE DEVOTED TO US/SRV RELATIONS 

WAS CONSIDERABLY GREATER THAN THAT ALLOCATED TO ANY OTHER SUBJECT. 
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